
My Greetings to all IGAUPM members.  

First and foremost, my sincere appreciation to 

the editorial team of the newsletter who have 

given me an opportunity to pen a few words in 

this newsletter. Being a non-article writer, it 

proves to be quite a task to pen the lines, I 

hope you bear with me for any inconsistencies 

in this article. 

Over the last 11 years, IGAUPM had grown 

into a formidable society with the noble vision 

of being the platform for UPM graduates to 

meet and network with one another for mu-

tual benefits.  From a humble beginning of 17 

graduates pioneering the formation of the soci-

ety in 1999, membership had grown steadily to 

more than a 150 as of December 2010. The 

last four presidents together with their team of 

committee members had created a strong 

foundation for the society. I and my fellow 

committee members today stand on the shoul-

ders of the of these people ensuring the 

IGAUPM flagship flies high.  

In the last 4 months since the AGM, the com-

mittee had met a couple of times to not only 

iron out all documentation and legal issues, but 

also brainstorm and plan out activities within 

the societyõs objective which are of benefit to 

members. We agreed to carry out 3 major 

activities for this session namely, The IGAUPM 

Family Day cum Deepavali Gathering, IGAUPM 

Higher Education Seminar and the annual AGM 

and Homecoming Dinner. In addition, we had 

also agreed to have a bimonthly coffee club 

meeting cum gathering which provides an ave-

nue for members to meet the management 

committee to discuss and share their ideas for 

the well being of the society.  

However, the success of these activities 

would solely depend on a major factoré 

members participation. We sincerely are in 

need of help from all members to help dis-

seminate information on IGAUPM activities to 

their circle of friends. Whilst the organising 

team trying itõs level best to inform members 

on the upcoming activities via our facebook 

account and webpage,  the word of mouth 

and personal emails from friends are equally 

important for us to have members participat-

ing in all of IGAUPMõs activites. After all 

IGAUPM is a society for members by mem-

bers. 

Before I end this message, I would like to 

inform all of you that we the management 

committee would do our very best to keep 

the IGAUPM flag flying high and give our very 

best to ensure the noble objectives of the 

society is met. We are also confident that we 

are not alone in doing this as we have a huge 

group of members supporting us in this noble 

cause. 

Cheers 

Vijiandran J Rajah. 

President, 

Session 2011-2012 
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Newsletter  

Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

(for Members only)  



AGM & ANNUAL DINNER 2011  
 

The AGM and Annual Dinner was held on the 30th April 2011 at Nouvelle Hotel, 
Seri Kembangan. Incidentally, Nouvelle Hotel or formerly Mint Hotel was where 
the idea of IGAUPM was mooted some 12 years ago besides being the venue for 
the first Annual General Meeting in 2001.   

This yearôs AGM was attended by 23 members. All three advisors of the associa-
tion, Dr. A. Rajan, Mr. Manokaran and Dr. Sivapragasam were also with us dis-
cussing in length and breath the future of IGAUPM. The AGM was conducted in 
an orderly manner with Dr. Siva Kumar leading the election process as the return-
ing officer. The AGM saw the election of IGAUPMôs fifth President in Mr. Vijian-
dran Juva Rajah, currently a Research Officer with United Plantations Berhad. A 
couple of swaps in portfolios were also seen with some new faces in the team. 
We take this opportunity to welcome all the new committee members and thank 
those who served the association tirelessly during the last term. The list of new 
committee members are as listed on the left panel of page 1. 

While some of us were tied up with the AGM, out in the foyer a crowd was build-
ing. The sounds of hustling and bustling of trying to catch up for lost time was 
clearly evident. The dinner began at 8.35 pm with a crowd of 50 guests. The 
guests included those who had graduated from as early as 1977 to the current 
batch of 2010 graduates. The current president and secretary of PHUPM were 
also invited to the dinner. We had great entertainment, with Mr. Thiagarajan going 
around from one table to another questioning attendees on some unforgettable 
moments in campus life.  

In addition, the icing on the cake was the conferment of The Life Membership 
Award and the inaugural IGAUPM Education Award. Dr. Siva Kumar Balasun-
dram, Dr. Shanthi Raghavan and Ms. Jeyanny Vijayanathan received their life 
membership award from Dr. A Rajan for their significant contributions and ser-
vices to the society. The society currently have 13 life members since inception of 
the Award in 2008. Miss Thulasi d/o Viswanathan was the first recipient of  
IGAUPM Education Award.  Miss Thulasi is a final year Biomedical Student who 
topped the current list of UPM Indian academic achievers with a CGPA of 3.92. 

The Annual Dinner also received coverage for the very first time by the Astro Va-
navil Channel, an feat which could not be achieved if not for own Mr. Thiagarajan 
from Vanakkam Malaysia.ðthanks a million Mr. Thiaga. The event was aired 
some 2 weeks later in the Paarvai programme in Astro Vanavil.  

 

Activity Report  

"Everything 

depends upon 

execution; having 

just a vision is no 

solution."  

- Stephen 

Sondheim  
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Visit us online:  

www.igaupm.org.my  

"Perseverance is 

not a long race; it 

is many short 

races one after 

another."  

- Walter Elliott  


