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Editorial — Let’s stay united!

My best childhood friend was a Chinese boy. |
remember conversing in Tamil with him when
we were pre-schooling, and yes, he could reply
in Tamil too. | had a bunch of Malay buddies in
primary, whom | am still keeping in touch. Be-
ing able to speak fluent Malay ala kampung style
made it so easy to blend in. Moving to secon-
dary, | made even more Chinese friends beside
Indian mates. Thanks to Facebook, they are all

safe within my reach!

Those were the
days when the col-
our of your skin did
not matter. What
mattered was your
ability to bond with
another human be-
ing in the name of

We are one people

friendship. Later

when | enrolled in
UPM, | was placed
in a hostel room with three Malay girls, whom

and will act as one

| do miss at times. It was a pleasant experience
waking up for sahur and breaking fast with
them. We respected each others’ belief and
space. Sadly, it was something that is lacking in
the real world.

Stepping out to the real world, it was an eye-
opener. An eye-opener to how some members
of the society perceive a person from different
ethnic group. It made me to wonder what
happened to the values we learned in school;
why we no longer tolerate others; how it be-
came possible to dislike a person just because
he/she belongs to a different ethnic group. |
wondered about it so much that the list of
questions became endless.

“So powerful is the light of unity that it can illuminate the whole earth.”
- Baha'u'llah, Iranian Theologian and Philosopher,
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I Malaysia — the magic
formula which every-
one hopes will work.
It is more complex
than what it seems to
be, thanks to the
diversity we have in this country. |Malaysia is

indeed something we need right now. Deliv-
ered in a right manner, it should make this
country a better place to live.

A peace-loving citizen would love to see his/
her country to prosper while preserving the
harmony. While those in power try to mend
the ethnic-ties, we should be doing what we
can to achieve the same objective — unity. A
simple gesture like smiling to the person next
to you in the LRT regardless of his ethnicity
or social status may go a long way. Remember
the famous quote “You shall love your neighbour
as yourself”? A long forgotten quote, | sup-
pose. Yet, it does help in fostering good rela-
tionships beyond race.

This is a blessed soil — the Suvarnaboomi. Now
it is up to us if we still want to keep it that
way. We only have everything to gain in the

end.

May God bless my homeland.

Amutha Ramadas
amutha80@gmail.com

EDITORIAL TEAM:
Ms Amutha Ramadas

Assoc Prof Dr Uma Rani Sinniah
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Activity Report
Higher Education Seminar: Leveraging on Higher Education

Indian Graduates Association
The Higher Education Seminar was held on the 4th of October 2009 at Taylor’s Univer- Unversim Putia MaLasia

sity College, Subang Jaya, from 8.30 am to 2.00 pm. The seminar carried the theme
“Leveraging on Higher Education”. Aimed at school leavers and their parents, seminar
attracted 63 participants.

The objectives of this seminar were to:

9 Educate school leavers (and their parents) on tertiary education options
available in Malaysia.

9 Help students realise that it is important to set career goals and focus on
achieving them.

9 Provide students and parents with a broad picture of what higher education
is all about and how this will open their doors to the many opportunities in
life.

The speakers and topic of discussions were:
Academic Success: Where do you begin?
Mr. Gopi Rangaya, Motivational Speaker

Preparing your kids for higher education
Mr. Mano Verabathran, Senior Programme Coordinator, Leadership Excellence Pro-
gramme, INTAN

Seeking financial assistance (scholarships & bursaries/bank/loan/ EPF/ PTPTN) for
higher education
Ms. Angela Pok, Senior Manager, Student Affairs, Taylor’s University College what remains

Education is

FORUM ON HIGHER EDUCATION after one has
Moderator: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Uma Rani Sinniah, UPM forgotten
Opportunities in Public Higher Education everything he
Prof. Dr. Sureswaran Ramadass, USM .

learned in school.
Opportunities in Private Higher Education

Mr. Pradeep Nair, Deputy Vice Chancellor, Taylor’s University College palalE=E

Study Abroad Opportunities
Ms. Sukanya Siva, Consultant in Education Services and Training

Visit us online:
www.igaupm.org.my
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Activity Report
MAICCI scholarship

Indian Graduates Association
IGAUPM assisted the Malaysian Associated Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry Unaverm Purrs MaLavsia

(MAICCI) in coordinating their scholarship awards within UPM. MAICCI Scholarship
Awards were offered to scholars to undertake final year studies in the Malaysian univer-
sities or higher education to pursue studies in Accounting, Economics, Finance, Invest-
ments. Other related courses would also be considered.

A total of seven (7) students from -

UPM were shortlisted for this award.

A total sum on RM 15, 842 was pre- The way to
sented to the recipients during a . d
MAICCI dinner on 30th October gain a goo

PR 2009, officiated by YAB Dato’ Sri reputation. is
& 2 Mohd Najib bin Tun Abdul Razak. F !
to endeavor to
be what you
desire to
Education Fund appear. -
In an effort to set-up an education fund, the Management Committee appointed an
IGAUPM Education Fund Committee on |8th May 2008. The committee is chaired by Socrates

Dr. Sivapragasam Annamalai and includes Dr. Siva Kumar Balasundram (representative of
Management Committee), Mr. Shivalingam Subramaniam, Mr. Jude Gasper, Dr. Sanar
Kumaran and Dr. Santhi Raghavan as members. Terms of Reference for the committee
were outlined and a Trust Deed has been drafted.

Selangor Indian Association (SIA) Cultural Dinner

This event was held in conjunction of their 100 year celebration on 18th April 2009 at

Royal Selangor Club, Kuala Lumpur at 8pm. Guest of honour was SIA President, Y.Bhg.

Dato Subramaniam. During the event, SIA honoured 10 Indian talents whom contributed

to the glory of sports internationally. IGAUPM was extended an invitation to this event

and was represented by the President, committee members Mr. Kaviyarasu, Mr. Mano
and member Mr. Sri Themudu. IGAUPM thanks Infovalley Group of Companies for ex- [ ]
tending the invitation from SIA to us.

PM

o

I
Education _Seminar: IGAUPM-Satya Sai Baba Centre Kajang: \

Make the Right Choice

This joint event is to be held on the 24th of January and the target group includes SPM/ Indian Graduates Assaciation
STPM leavers, PMR students and their parents. The programme includes a forum to be Unvensm Purns Masavsu
moderated by Dr. Kulanthayan and includes the following panelists of lecturers and ad-

ministrators from private and public higher learning institutes in and around Malaysia: Dr

Dr. Isthrinayagy Krishnarajah (UPM), Dr. Vijayaletchumy Subramaniam (UPM), Ms. Banu-

mathy Dewi Subramaniam (Taylors College), Ms Komathi Munusamy (UTAR), Dr Uma Ioin us now!

Rani Sinniah (UPM), Dr Dashani Sivaratnam (UPM), Ms Amutha Ramadas (Monash Uni-
versity), Mr Subramaniam Karupanan (UiTM), Mr Ramesh Ananth (Open University), Ms
Selvamalar Selvaraju (EWRF) and Mr Ganison Soorinarayanan (MOH).

Visit us online:
www.igaupm.org.my
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Congratulations!

Dr. Vikneswaran Nair Sehkaran, current
IGAUPM committee member received
The Outstanding Young Malaysian Award
2009, for Academic Leadership and Ac-
complishment.

The award recognize up to ten individuals
aged from 18 years to 40 years of age who
exemplify the best attributes of the coun-
try’s best individual. This was the 24th
annual award ceremony, which is also sup-
ported by the Ministry of Youth & Sports,

Malaysia.

The Outstanding
Young Malaysian Awa

IGAUPM

i would like to
congratulate
Dr Vicky on
his
achievement.

THE HAND OF THE YOL

New members

The Association has 167 registered mem-
bers as of 31st December 2009. The latest
registered members are:

M 0148 | Greetha Arumugam

M 0149 | Selvamalar Selvaraju
Pupathy a/l Uthrapathy

M O0I50 | Thandapani

Clements Pehhnnudds s/o
MOI5I Jayaseelan

MOI152 Jeyan Vasudevan

MOI153 Puspa Ramloo

MOI154 Parameswari Namasivayam
MOI55 Karthigaesu Muthaya
MOI156 Jayanthi Arasan
MOI157 Isthrinayagy Krishnarajah
Murugan a/l Nagu Pan-
MO158 dithan
MOI159 Kavitha a/p Manikam
Muthuckumar a/l Aru-
MO160 mugam
Balamurugan Ratha Krish-
Molé6l nan
MOI62 Rhevathy a/p Kasava

MO163 Shameena Nathesan

MOI64 Letchumanan a/l Narayan
MO165 Gomathi Govindaraju
MO166 Mahaletchumy Arujanan

Parameshwari a/p Rama-
MO167 krishnan

Other information

Constitution changes approved by
ROS

The changes to Rule 3 (Objectives), Rule 4
(Membership), Rule 5 (Membership fees)
and Rule 10 (Finances) of the IGAUPM
constitution that were tabled at the 9th
AGM have been approved by the Registrar
of Societies as of 10th July 2009. Details of
the amendments are outlined in the 9th
AGM minutes.

Postgraduate scholarships

There are ample information on scholar-
ships, research awards and fellowships
available in IGAUPM’s website. Some of
the most recent scholarship and awards
are listed here.

Temasek Scholarship

1 Offered by the National University of
Singapore to students from ASEAN
countries for a master degree in pol-
icy and administration.

The Endeavour Research Fellowships

1 Provide financial support for post-
graduate students and postdoctoral
fellows from participating countries to
undertake short-term research (4-6
months), in any field of study, in Aus-
tralia.

Melbourne/Malaysia Split PhD

9 Scholarships will be provided by the
Malaysian universities to selected aca-
demic staff of their respective univer-
sities to undertake PhD training at
The University of Melbourne.

Fulbright Student Fellowship

Y Provides funds for students, scholars
and professionals to undertake gradu-
ate study and advanced research in
US, leading to MSc and PhD.

PhD Scholarships at IT University of

Copenhagen

9 Seeking applications for a number of
PhD scholarships starting in Septem-
ber 2010 in various fields.

Japan/World Bank Scholarship

1 Provides opportunities for graduate
study to promising professionals from
developing member countries. In the
field of economics and social develop-
ment.

Kindly visit our website for more
extensive details.
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Energy and

persistence

Visit us online:
www.igaupm.org.my




